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to be a part of this great tradition in
Utica.

In quite an unusual portion of my
background, I had the opportunity to
spend time in the former Yugoslavia. I
also was the sole employee at the
former Yugoslav Consulate before the
tragic war in Yugoslavia, which broke
the country up in the early nineties.

As a part of my commitment to and
interest in the people from Yugoslavia,
I was instrumental in helping bring a
huge number of Bosnian refugees to
Utica, New York, back in the early
nineties and into the late nineties. And
I am so pleased that I was able to have
the opportunity, with my family busi-
ness, to create the very first Bosnian
newspaper in Utica, known as Mostovi,
which means bridges in Bosnian.

Today, the Bosnian refugees make up
one of the largest, if not the largest,
Bosnian refugee communities in the
Nation. They have done a wonderful
job in Utica in successfully starting
businesses and contributing greatly to
our community, along with many other
refugees.

I just wanted to take this moment to
recognize Utica and to thank our tre-
mendous Bosnian refugees for their
contributions to our Nation and espe-
cially to our community because with-
out them, we would never see the pros-
perity and the growth that we have
seen in our small-business community
from their ingenuity and their kind-
ness and their generosity to us.

———
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SUPPORT OUR REFUGEES

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, the United States has been a leader
welcoming refugees for decades. Refu-
gees seek our shores to escape war, po-
litical and religious persecution, and
sometimes fear of imminent death.
People flee danger seeking refuge and
safety. As Americans, we should be the
last to perpetuate an environment that
causes refugees to live in a state of fear
and terror right here in America.

I represent the residents of
Clarkston, Georgia. As a refugee reset-
tlement hub, Clarkston is often re-
ferred to as the most diverse square
mile in America. Clarkston’s refugees
have established themselves as tax-
payers; they have started thriving
businesses; and 91 percent obtain jobs
and become completely self-sufficient
within 6 months of arriving in the U.S.

The great diversity and cultural rich-
ness that they bring to our commu-
nities has made the Fourth District a
better place to live, work, and play.
Today we show our support for refu-
gees. Today we should all stand to send
a message that we will continue our
work to support refugees as they con-
tinue to boost local economies and con-
tribute to our communities with their
unique and enriching cultures.
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WORLD REFUGEE DAY

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, right now
we are facing one of the greatest hu-
manitarian crises of our time. The
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees has reported that over 65 mil-
lion people are currently displaced due
to war, famine, persecution, or human
rights violations. That is why, on
World Refugee Day, we must resist the
urge to close our doors when the
world’s most vulnerable need our sup-
port.

As a cornerstone of American global
humanitarian leadership for nearly
four decades, the United States’ ref-
ugee program has resettled more than 3
million refugees. I was honored to wel-
come one of these refugees as my guest
for President Trump’s joint session to
Congress earlier this year.

Bothina Matar and her family were
forced out of their home in Syria, and
after spending months in a Jordanian
camp, were resettled in Dallas, Texas.
Following a rigorous vetting process,
the al Sharaa family successfully re-
settled, and they are rebuilding their
lives while contributing greatly to our
country and economy, just like refu-
gees before them.

Our country is a welcoming place
where we can both protect the Amer-
ican people and extend our hand to peo-
ple who need it. Let us not forget that
fact, Mr. Speaker.

—————

WORLD REFUGEE DAY

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, on World Refugee Day, to share
some facts on the United States Ref-
ugee Resettlement Program.

America’s Refugee Resettlement Pro-
gram is a small but powerful humani-
tarian expression of American values
and founding principles. And just as
important, it makes us safer.

Refugees go through vetting that is
already extreme. If there is any doubt
about a refugee’s identity, he or she is
not admitted. The process is so rig-
orous, there hasn’t been a single fatal
terrorist attack carried out by a ref-
ugee in the United States since the
Refugee Act became law in 1980.

Americans across our great country
support resettlement. America’s faith
communities are leading the call for
America to stand by her principles and
shelter the fleeing victims of our en-
emies, including the Catholic Charities
of the Diocese of Albany in my own
20th District of New York. That is be-
cause it speaks directly to American
values of strength, inclusiveness, and
compassion.

New Yorkers have played a vital role
in the resettlement program, and refu-
gees are positively contributing to
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communities across New York State
and beyond. The United States Com-
mittee for Refugees and Immigrants’
Albany field office has helped resettle
refugees from  Afghanistan, from
Burma, Iraq, Ukraine, and the Congo,
just to name a few. Some of these refu-
gees are single mothers seeking a bet-
ter life for themselves and their chil-
dren; others are families fleeing war
and persecution.

We have the strength, the means, and
the capacity to welcome these refugees
with open arms. Let us stand with
these huddled masses and remain a
beacon of freedom around the world.

————————

ELIMINATE NEW YORK STATE
MEDICAID MANDATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. FASO) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic
of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker and my col-
leagues, I rise this evening with my
colleagues from upstate New York to
discuss a matter that is extraor-
dinarily important to all of the people
throughout New York State, but par-
ticularly to those who reside in New
York State outside of New York City.

New York State is one of the few
States in America that requires a por-
tion of its share of Medicaid costs,
which is healthcare for the poor and
the elderly, its share of Medicaid costs
to be paid by local property taxpayers.
It has now been 51 years that New York
State, since the days of Governor Nel-
son Rockefeller, that New York State
imposed this incredibly onerous burden
on the local property taxpayers in our
State.

In fact, in the entire United States of
America, there is approximately $9.5
billion being spent by local govern-
ments on Medicaid costs which, in vir-
tually every other State, are paid for
by the State government—$9.5 billion.
But in New York State, our taxpayers
pay $7.2 billion of that $9.5 billion in
Medicaid costs mandated by New York
State, mandated by Albany.

This is an outrageous burden. The
county property taxpayers—those are
homeowners and commercial property
taxpayers in our State—pay over $2.2
billion each year in property taxes, in
mandated costs, over which the county
governments have no control whatso-
ever.

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, I rise, and I
am pleased to have organized this Spe-
cial Order with my colleagues from



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T14:34:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




